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Sweden's First Woman Judge 


IRGIT SPANGBORG is Sweden’s 


first woman judge. 


Women Surgeons in Great Britain . 
WENTY-EIGHT women were recently 
granted diplomas of membership in 

the Royal College of Surgeons of Great 

Britain. 


Equal Pay in the English Civil Service 
PI*WENTY organizations have joined to 

adopt a resolution for equal pay in 
the British Civil Service. The resolution 
reads: | 


“That the undermentioned societies 


urge the Government immediately to ap- 
point a Select Commtitee of the House of 
Commons to consider and report upon 
the best means, and the cost, of giving 
effect to the principle of equal pay for 
men and women in the Civil Service as 
recommended by the House of Commons 
on 19th May, 1920, and 5th August, 1921.” 
The following organizations signed the 
resolution : 
Association of Assistant Mistresses 
Secondary Schools; Catholic Women’s 
League ; Chartered Society of Massage and 
Medical Gymnastics; College of Nursing; 
Fabian Women’s Group; Federation of 
University Women; Federation of Women 
Civil Servants; League of the Church 


Militant; London Congregational Union 


Women’s League; London County Coun- 
cil Women Teachers’ Union; National 


Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship; — 


National Union of Teachers; St. Joan’s 
Social and Political Alliance; Six Point 
Group; Temperance Legislation League; 
Women Sanitary Inspectors’ and Health 
Visitors’ Association; Women’s Auxiliary 
Service; Women’s Election Committee; 
Women’s Freedom League; and Women’s 


National Liberal Federation. 


The resolution has been sent by the Con- 


sultative Committee to the Prime Min- 


ister, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
Financial Secretary to the Treasury, and 
to Sir Russell Scott. 


Woman May Fly Across Pacific 


ILDRED DORAN, 21, pretty teacher 

of Flint, Mich., aims to be the first 
woman to take an airplane ride across 
the Pacific. With Pilot Peddlar, she 
plans to fly from Flint to San Francisco 
to Honolulu in a giant monoplane. Mr. 
Peddlar and Lieutenant Eyer Sloniger, a 
friend of Lindbergh’s, flipped a coin to 
see who should make the hop, which 
is being backed by William Malloska, 
wealthy oil man. Miss Doran is learn- 
ing to be a pilot. 


Feminist Notes 


Woman Minister Can't Dispense 
Sacrament 


HEN the _ Evangelical - Lutheran 


Church of Germany admitted its 
first woman to the ministry it decided 
that she was qualified to preach and to 
minister to the spiritual wants of the 
inmates of the women’s prisons where 
she is a pastor’s assistant, but not to dis- 
pense the Holy Sacrament to these women 
prisoners. 

Fraiilein Kihnert of Hamburg success- 
fully completed her theological course 
at the university and was promptly or- 
dained. - When she offered to assist in dis- 
pensing the Lord’s Supper, however, her 
superiors balked. It was novel enough 
for her to be admitted to the pulpit— 
could they risk turning over the ministra- 


tion of the sacraments to her? 


The executive board of the Evangelical- 
Lutheran synod of Hamburg addressed a 


questionnaire on this subject to the other 
- twenty-two synods of Germany. Thirteen 


State churches, including the largest, 
Prussia and Bavaria, declared a woman 
must not dispense the sacrament. Only 
four favored full theological rights for 
women, while the rest sidestepped the 
issue, | 


The Burmese Woman 


HE Burnese woman occupies a status 
4 which is the envy of her sisters in 
other parts of the world, says Stri 


Dharma, official organ of the Women’s In- - 


dian Association. Though the woman is 
regarded as inferior to man in certain re- 
spects, yet she lives and moves on terms 
of equality with men. In the bazaars the 
shopkeepers are mostly women who also 
take an active share in the trade of the 
country. Women have the right to vote 
and to sit in local self-government bodies; 
but though they have been enfranchised 
in regard to the local legislature, their 
right to sit was denied the other day by 
the men. 
Burmese women can also now take part 
in the elections of the Pagoda trustees. 
Not long ago, during a by-election for the 


trustees of a pagoda, women were pre- 


vented from taking part in the elections. 
They instituted a case and succeeded in 


‘making the election void, because they 


were not init. There are Burmese women 
racehorse owners, and, in fact, Burmese 
women hold their own with men. 


Woman Jury Foreman 


HE first woman called to serve on the 

jury in the District of Columbia Police 
Courts was chosen to head the jury as its 
forewoman. She is Emma L. Isemann 
who is 25 years old. 


Equal Rights 


Woman on Cornell Board 


WOMAN has won Cornell Univer- 

sity alumni’s long fight for repre- 
sentation on the Board of Trustees. Dr. 
Mary Merritt Crawford, a graduate of | 
the Class of 1904, has been elected a trus- 
tee representing the alumni. 

Dr. Crawford is the first woman to be 
elected to the Board of Trustees since the 
retirement of Harryett Moody of Chicago 
in 1922. She headed the poll receiving 
7,449 votes out of a total of 9,814. 


Women and Flying 


RS. ELLIOTT LYNN, speaking at 
the annual dinner of the Efficiency 
Club in England, immediately after her 
return from. North Africa, said she had 
been glad to see the proposal that women 
should be granted full pilot’s licenses. In 


her opinion, flying was easier to learn 


than motoring, there were fewer controls 
to worry about. Ten half-hour lessons 


gave the necessary knowledge of flying. 


A machine could be bought for £600 to 
£700, and the expenses for petrol and 
garage fees were not excessive. She 
looked forward to a rapidly growing in- 
terest in aviation among women. 

Sir Samuel Hoare, at the Government 


banquet to the International Commission 


for Air Navigation, pointed out that the 
interest of women generally in flying had 
been one of the conspicuous features of — 
civil aviation during recent years. The 


number of women pilots was increasing 
in England. | 


Indian Women’s Progress 


of women’s progress in 


India was a meeting held under the 
auspices of the Women’s Indian Associa 
tion in Madras on April 19, which was 
addressed exclusively by women serving 
in public capacities, such as councillors, 
members of local government boards, 


magistrates, etc. 


The organizers did honor to Dr. Poonen 
Lukhose, M.L.C., of Trivandrum, who was 
the first woman in India to sit in a legis- 
lative council and who entered the Tra- 
vancore Council as the Minister for Public 
Health. She came to Madras as an ex- 
aminer for the Medical College; her first 
visit after eighteen years’ absence. Dr. 
Muthulakshmi Ammal, M.L.C., deputy 
president of the Madras Legislative Coun- 
cil, presided, and other speakers included 
Lady Sadasivier, Hannen Angelo, Mrs. 
Chandrasekhra, Mrs. Patwardhan, Mrs. 
Kanniammal. The general subject of the 
addresses was “Women’s Experience in 
Public Service.” | 
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tion of Mohammedan women, in- 
stead of their being kept in ignor- 
ance by the purdah system, was made by 


N PASSIONATE plea for the educa- 


Mrs. R. 8S. Hossein at the Bengal Women’s 
Educational Conference, according to the 


Times of India. 
“T find,” Mrs. Hossein said, “that the 
Mohammedans are anxious to sacrifice 


their lives in the name of Islam or for an 


insult to a broken stone of a mosque, but 
they are not so eager to follow the sayings 
and teachings of their preceptor. The 
purdah system might be compared to 
deadly carbonic acid gas, which, if people 
did not guard against it, causes a pain- 
less death. Similarly our sisters within 
the purdah are slowly dying a painless 
death due to the purdah gas. » 

“Nobody appears to care for the Mcslen 
womenfolk of India. Mr. Gandhi was 
moved at the sufferings of the untouch- 
ables and he has tried to realize the hard- 
ships of the poor railway passengers by 
traveling himself in third-class carriages. 
You will find many societies for the pre- 
vention of cruelty to animals, which show 
how people feel for the lower animals. 
You must have observed that the Anglo- 
Indian papers shed tears over a dog being 


The Education of Mohammedan Womien 


run over. But there is not a single man 
in India who weeps for unfortunate and 
wretched women like us who are shut up 
in the zenana. 


“Men and women are but the two limbs 
of society. Fora long time men have been 
deceiving us and women have been bear- 
ing it in silence. So long have men been 
triumphing over women. It is a matter of 
great delight that Shri Krishna has taken 
pity on my Hindu sisters. There has been 
a great stir in the different Hindu socie- 
ties for the uplift of their women who 
were hitherto shut up in the zenana. In 
this respect the Madras women have made 
a great advance. 


¢¢T) EADERS of history might remem- 


ber that the Arabs used to kill 
their daughters in ancient times. Though 
Islam has been able to put a stop to this 
physical killing of their daughters, yet the 
Mohammedans even up to this day have 
been killing the mind and intelligence of 
their womenfolk without any scruple. It 
is considered to be a great merit to bring 
up girls as uneducated fools, to confine 
them within the four walls of the house 
and to deprive them of attaining knowl- 
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edge. For some time the Egyptians and 
the Turks were against female education, 


but at last they have awakened to their 


great blunder through experience.” 

Mrs. Hossein said she feared that the 
men would not give proper education to 
their women until the former were made 
to recognize the rights and privileges of 
women as laid down in the Scriptures. 
There was no resemblance between the 
purdah system of India and the purdah 
system enjoined in the Scriptures. 

Concluding, Mrs. Hossein repeated that 
the present miserable condition of Mo- 
hammedans was solely due to the utter 


neglect of female education. “My Moham- 


medan brothers consider that they will be 
able to cross the heavenly bridge merely 
by establishing several universities such 
as those at Dacca, Aligarh and other 


places, by and by, opening the Islamia 


College at Calcutta, while they will carry 
with them their sisters and daughters, 
putting them in hand-bags. I believe for 
this reason they are so unmindful of the 
question of educating and uplifting their 
females. Whenever subscriptions are 
raised for any girls’ school my Moham- 
medan brothers speak of their poverty, 
but it can hardly be believed.” 


The -Afth Anniversary of National Council 
of Austrian Women 


HE National Council of Austrian 

Women celebrated its twenty-fifth 

anniversary, May 21-23. Unhappily, 
some days before, the Council suffered the 
loss of the second president, Margaret 
Minor, who, after a short illness, died at 
the age of 66 years. She had worked in 
the Council since the foundation, being 
attached very intimately to Marianne 
Hainisch, the founder of the Council and 
leader of the Austrian women’s move- 
ment. Frau Minor was a very upright 
representative of all women’s demands. 
For instance she did not hesitate to stand 
up for the abolition of tolerated houses 
in a time when women did not dare to 
take up this question. She was one of 
the most respected women, very charming 
in her manner and very kind to everybody. 
Very often she represented Austrian wom- 
en in international conventions, and every- 
where she won sympathy. 

The jubilee convention of the National 
Council of Austrian Women was opened 
with a very impressive memorial. After 
having dealt with the agenda, Dorothee 
von Velsen, chairman of the “Deut- 
schen Staatsburgergerinnenverband,” de- 


By Gisela Urban, 
Member of the International Advisory 
Council of the National Woman's Party 


livered a lecture “The Woman in the 
State” which found much appreciation. 
The next day the president of the Council, 
Hofratin Hertha Sprung gave a festival 
speech, reminding us of the great and 
valuable work executed by the Council 
during these years. The Council stood, 
not only for educational progress of wom- 
en. It is their merit that in Austria fe- 
male inspectors in factories and schools 
are active and also female physicians and 
relief officers in girls’ schools. They 
worked also for admitting women to 
guardianship, for better laws for women 
and children, for Equal Rights in the 
professional sphere, for better health con- 
ditions, for co-education and many other 
demands. 


It was for the Ceeeieit a great recog- 
nition that the president of the State, 
Dr. Michael Hainisch and his wife at- 
tended this jubilee meeting. The countess 
Apponyi, wife of the renowned Hungarian 
statesman, congratulated the Council in 


the name of the Hungarian women. Frau 
von Velsen spoke for the German women, 
and Margery Corbett Ashby delivered the 
congratulations of the International Alli- 
ance for Woman Suffrage and Equal Citi- 
zenship. Innumerable telegrams and con- 
gratulations were received. 


The convention accepted the proposal to 
re-edit the organ of the Council, further 
to establish a council’s committee for 
nourishment and housekeeping. The ques- 
tion how to stand for the interests of fe- 
male relief-officers was also treated. In 
the evening Mrs. Corbett Ashby spoke 
very interestingly on the importance of 
international co-operation among women. 

The last day of the convention was de- 


voted to a visit to the women’s exhibition 


in the great exhibition, “Vienna and the 
Viennese.” The National Council of Aus- 
trian Women arranged a special exhibi- 
tion which shows in a new and very im- 
pressive manner their own activity and 
that of numerous associations affiliated 
to the Council. 

On the whole, this meeting was a re- 


markable demonstration of the progress 
of women. 
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OBJECT OF THE WOMAN’S PARTY 


To remove all forms of the subjection of 
women. 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


- “Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 


fSenate Joint Resolution Number 11.1 
House Joint Resolution Number 81. 


Introduced in the Senate, December 8, 1925, 
by Senator CmarLes E. Curtis. 
Introduced in the House of Representatives, 
December 16, 1925, 
by REPRESENTATIVE D. R. ANTHONY. 


Equal Rights 


The Pioneer 


O the adventurous spirit one figure beyond all others stands out in 
ft history as possessing the qualities most to be admired, It is a symbolic 

figure clothed not always in the same garments nor carrying the same 
tools or weapons in its hands; but no matter what its external vestments, its 
significance is forever the same. It may be found standing before a new 
portal in science, or holding the helm of some good ship on an uncharted sea, 
or high above the clouds it may be flying, or with back bent swinging the axe 
of the frontiersman. In covered wagon it made the weary journey westward 
across mountain and plain, and later it laid the singing rails. Beneath all 
charters of human freedom its name is inscribed and it alone of all the human 
family carries forward the banner of liberty. Courage, vision and selflessness, 
together with faith and a will like tempered steel, set this spirit — from 
other mortals. 


We of the Woman’s Party know it well, for it is our leader. At its 
summons we are even now coming from north and south, from east and west, 
to mass our strength and chart our way in accordance with its bidding. 


And as we obey its summons, so we too become a part of the great spirit 
that beckons humanity onward. 


Delegates to the convention, Equat Ricuts greets you and bids you God- 
speed in the task that you are ee for it is a task worthy of you 


as Pioneers. 
WV Labor, over nearly the whole country, are actively sponsoring special 
restrictive laws for women in business and in industry, and urging 
State control of the hours of work and wages of women, William Green, presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor, in an article entitled, “The Fascist 
Labor Charter,” in the June number of Current History, writes: 


* * * “When the State assumes to make decisions for individual citi- 
zens in things which concern their private lives, it takes from them independ- 
ence of thought and action. Such paternalism, even if benevolent in purpose, 
robs both employers and employes of intellectual development and growth as 
well as of initiative in character and action. : 


“To strike at industrial freedom is to strike at the heart of personal free- 
dom. There can be no freedom in any nation where the people are not indus- 
trially free. This applies both to employers and employed. 

«“*# * * American labor believes that consultation, discussion of differ. 


ences of opinion and agreement upon things to be done together will assure 
progress with accompanying growth of individuals which will guarantee con- 


Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 


HILE the American Federation of Labor and State Federations of 


_ tinued development. There is no permanent progress in imposing decrees and 


regulations upon individuals which take from them control over their lives 
and establish the dominance of the State. * * * Regardless of what 
group may constitute the autocracy, the substitute of State control for volun- 
tary institution means loss of freedom.” 


After reading this article once we read it all over again and then checked 
up to make sure that Brother Green had written it. There was his name sure 
enough at the head of the article, so there could be no doubt on that point. 
But what manner of man is the president of the American Federation of Labor 
to write over his own signature the two sentences we have italicized, and then 
to favor the imposition of decrees and regulations upon women which take 
from them control over their lives and establish the dominance of the State? 
But perhaps Brother Green was not thinking of his own and his organization’s 
attitude toward “protective” legislation for women when he wrote the article; 
or perhaps he does not regard women as “people,” or as “individuals,” or as 
“employes,” but merely as a sort of vermiform appendage of men. — 


At all events it is perfectly clear that although Brother Greén writes 
exceedingly well, either he does not know how to read, or else he is a veritable 
Jekyll and Hyde when it comes to the question of industrial freedom. Yor 
the author of “The Fascist Labor Charter” to favor a 48-hour law, and a 
no-night-work law, and a minimum wage law, and Heaven only knows how 
many other laws, for a large and increasingly important section of the work- 


ing population, is to make Reason totter on her throne, and Mirth become 
hysterical. 
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Dorothy Evans to Speak at Garden Party Meeting 


OROTHY EVANS of London, Brit- 
1) ish Feminist leader, will be the 

principal speaker at the garden 
party to be given at Washington head- 
quarters of the National Woman’s Party 
on Sunday afternoon, July 3, immediately 
before the departure of the eastern dele- 
gates to the Colorado Springs convention 
July 7 to 10. 

Miss Evans, member of the Interna- 
tional Advisory Council of the Woman’s 
Party, has been sent as delegate to the 
convention by the two leading Feminist 
organizations of Great Britain—the Six 
Point Group and the Women’s Freedom 
League—and is bringing messages from 
Feminist leaders of 29 European coun- 
tries. In England she has worked closely 
with Lady Rhondda, Mrs. E. Pethick-Law- 
rence and Elizabeth Robins for the pro- 
gram to secure Equal Rights between men 
and women. The British and continental 


groups through Miss Evans are asking the 


active co-operation of American Equal 
Rights advocates in their efforts to secure 
the advancement of women throughout 
the world. | 

The meeting in honor of Miss Evans 
and the convention delegates from the 
Eastern States will be held in the garden 
of the historic old building which is Na- 
tional Headquarters for the Woman’s 
Party. It will bring to Washington many 
of the leaders of the Woman’s Party prior 
to their departure on the “Equal Rights 
Special” for Colorado Springs. 


The committee in charge of the tea, 


headed by Mrs. Andrew Stewart, acting 
- chairman of the District of Columbia 
Branch, has sent invitations to a large 
number of Government officials and to 
men and women interested in the Equal 
Rights compaign. ~ 

The meeting will be presided over by 
Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, assisted by Jessie 
- Dell, U. 8. Civil Service Commissioner ; 
Margaret Whittemore, Abby Scott Baker, 
and other Washington members of the 
Committee on Arrangements. 


Among the prominent leaders of the 
Woman’s Party who will be present at the 
meeting are Mrs. Richard Wainwright of 
Washington, D. C.; Frances G. Roberts 
of Long Island, who as an executive of 
one of the largest restaurant chains in 
New York City, has steadily opposed so- 
called protective legislation for women in 
industry; Mrs. Isaac H. Dixon of Mary- 
land, chairman of the Farm Women’s 
Council; Laura Berrien of Washington; 
Margaret Whittemore of California, na- 
tional vice-president; Burnita Shelton 
Matthews of Mississippi, chairman of the 
Legal Research Department; Mary Mur- 
ray of Brooklyn, chairman of the Indus- 


trial Council; Julia Jennings of Rich- 
mond, legislative chairman of the Vir- 
ginia Branch; and Anna W. Pennypacker 
of Philadelphia, vice-chairman of the 
Pennsylvania Branch and daughter of a 
former Governor of Pennsylvania. The 
delegation will leave from the meeting for 
their special car, bound for the conven- 
tion in Colorado Springs. Delegates from 
many States will join the special car en- 
route. The first stop will be in Chicago, 
where the board of the new Illinois Wom- 
en’s Athletic Club will hold a reception 
for them on July 4 at five o’clock. 

This beautiful new club is to be used as 
headquarters for the delegates while they 
are in Chicago, due to the courtesy of the 
board. A dinner in their honor will be 
given there also on the evening of July 4. 
The speakers at the dinner will be Doro- 
thy Evans of London, England, represent- 
ing the Six Point Group and the Women’s 
Freedom League of Great Britain; Gail 
Laughlin, vice-chairman of the National 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, 
and member of the Maine Legislature; 
Mrs. Clarence M. Smith of New York, 
chairman of the New York Branch of the 
National Woman’s Party; Florence Bay- 
ard Hilles of Delaware, chairman of the 
headquarters Remodeling and Furnishing 
Committee; Mary Murray of Brooklyn, 
New York, chairman of the Industrial 
Council of the Woman’s Party; and Mrs. 
Isaac H. Dixon of Maryland, chairman of 
the Farm Women’s Council of the Wom- 
an’s Party. 


LARGE group of women are plan- 

ning to go from Michigan, Minne- 
sota and Wisconsin to attend the dinner 
in Chicago. The arrangements in Michi- 
gan are under the direction of Mrs. W. 
Nelson Whittemore; in Milwaukee, under 
Mrs. Max Rotter and Mrs. Belle Bortin 
Ruppa, who are in charge of the Wiscon- 
sin group. 

A luncheon will be given at the Presi- 
dent Hotel in Kansas City under the 
management of Mrs. Estelle Balfour Ben- 
nett, chairman of the Missouri Branch of 
the Woman’s Party. | 

There will be a reception at the Kan- 
san Hotel in Topeka on the evening of 
July 5, given in honor of the delegates by 
the Good Government Club of Kansas, 


with Lilla Day Monroe in charge of ar- 
rangements, 


The recently announced program for 
the Colorado Springs convention stresses : 

The immediate passage of the Lucretia 
Mott or Equal Rights Amendment; 

Enlarging the influence and strength 
of the National Woman’s Party industrial 
policy by increasing the membership in 
industrial and professional groups, and a 
discussion of plans for— 


Increased co-operation with European 
groups having similar aims, through the 
medium of the International Council. 

Miss Evans brings reports at Washing- 
ton headquarters of the National Wom- 
an’s Party from a number of European 
countries which state that the Feminist 
groups of Europe are closely watching 
the Colorado Springs convention and are 
expecting the American women to take 
the lead in a world-wide movement to 
secure Equal Rights. “We believe that 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 
in the United States will be the first step 
in this world-wide campaign and would 
give a great impetus to the movement in 
other countries,” Miss Whittemore told 
Miss Evans upon her arrival at head- 
quarters. 


The convention will hear a report by 
Anita Pollitzer, national secretary, on her 
recent 13 months’ tour of England and 
the continent, where she has worked with 


the members of the International Advi- 


sory Council of the Woman’s Party. 

_A significant proposal will be put be- 
fore the convention by Miss Evans on 
behalf of British and European Equal 
Rights groups. This proposal is for the 
assistance of the National Woman’s Party 
of America to affiliate with European 
organizations in establishing a “lookout” 
committee of prominent women at Geneva. 
The purpose of this committee would be 
to keep the co-operating organizations in- 
formed of reports issued by the League 
of Nations through its International La- 
bor Office, and to prevent action which 
might lead to additional disabilities for 
women in the form of “protective” or spe- 
cial legislation. | 

The officers of the National Woman’s 
Party are taking the matter under con- 
sideration and it is anticipated that the 
convention will take some action on this 
proposal. While the welfare inyestiga- 
tions and recommendations of the Inter- 
national Labor Office at Geneva do not 
specially affect American women, it is 
pointed out that they may have a most 
unfortunate effect on the status of women 
everywhere, as they tend to create a code 
of “unwritten regulations” limiting the 
rights of industrial women workers. Some 
of the reports already issued are said to 
go directly contrary to the beliefs of 
Iiqual Rights advocates, for the reason 
that there has been no organized effort to 
present their side of the case. 

It has been announced that the Colorado 
Springs convention will consider the most 
recent reports as compiled by Burnita 
Shelton Matthews on legal disabilities of 
women in the various States, and will 
elect national officers. Mrs. Matthews 
will speak on the legal disabilities of 
women at the garden party on Sunday. 
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Equal Rights 


The Women’s Movement in India Today — 


NDIA never ceases to be to me the 
| most amazing country. No matter 

what one studies connected with the 
problems of life, one can find every grada- 
tion of it in India—its most acute form, 
its transitional experiments, its solution 
in the great philosophies, and their ap- 
plication actually in practice exemplified 
in a minority. The condition of Indian 
womanhood is a case in point. In the 
same week that one reads of a child of 
eight being married to a man of seventy 
in the Punjab, and a girl of thirteen liv- 
ing with her husband twice her age only 
fifteen days being burned to death from 
the pouring on -her of kerosene oil, either 
by suicide or by the act of the husband— 
as one believes the word of the husband 
or wife respectively, but both agreeing it 
rose out of her protest against sexual 
intercourse; one also reads of university 
convocation granting degrees to hundreds 
of Indian young women, the voting of a 
legislative council to admit women as 
legislative councillors, the healing of 
communal differences by a women presi- 
dent of the Indian National Congress, 
through to the introduction of the 


budget of six and a half lakhs by the 
woman minister of health in an Indian 


State. What a record, what a sweep of 
the women’s movement from the lowest to 
the highest! There is the power of Shakti 
turning the wheel that will indeed make 
the prophecy come true that the Kali 
Yuga will be the age of liberation for 
women. It has several thousands of years 
yet before its close, and at the rate that 
events are marching with regard to Indian 
womanhood, it may easily become a fact. 
Where the Indian girls get the oppor- 
tunity of education equal to that of their 


- brothers, where they are allowed even to 


study through their matriculation course, 
they show in later life that they are valu- 
able co-operators in every sphere of the 
life of the nation and more efficient and 
healthier household women at the same 
time. 

But alas, alas, the number permitted 
to study is truly microscopic compared 
with the millions and millions of women 
who have never made any attempt at edu- 
cation, and the millions and millions more 
on whom the taxpayer’s money has been 
wasted because they have spent only a 
couple of years at school, so short a time 
that they forget all their letters within a 
few years, No country in the world has 
the disgrace which belongs to India, of 
having only 2 per cent. of its women 
literate in their own language. It is de- 
pressing that in the last ten years, though 
we know there is progress in many direc- 
tions, this figure has not risen by even 
one unit. The only hope is the enforce- 


By Margaret E. Cousins 
(Reprinted from Unity, June 6.) 


ment of free and compulsory primary edu- 
cation applied to girls and boys equally 
throughoy# India. Concurrent with this 
there must rise a wave of zeal to act as 
teachers in the hearts of all who have al- 
ready received the blessings of literacy. 
Was India ever educated? Were the 
masses of the people at any era literate? 
Or was knowledge jealously confined to 
limited castes and communities only, and 
even then only to men? At present legis- 


lators, householders, the vast bulk of In- 


dian men and women do not desire educa- 
tion because they do not realize.its value. 
They see no necessity for training the 
brains of girls; they are quite content to 
allow them to grow up mentally as un- 
tutored as the little calf in the house! 
One of the reasons which makes parents 
fail to send their girls to school is the 
servant problem. Overburdened mothers 
indeed need the help in the housework of 
even the very young children, but this 


- difficulty could be much overcome if the 


school hours for girls were better ad- 
justed to the housework hours of the home 
and if the Government spent money on 
establishing creches where many babies 
could be hygienically cared for by a couple 
of grown-up women instead of its being 
one little girl in each home ignorantly 


minding one baby—a cause of ill-health, — 
arrested development and all-round waste 


of free human material! 


NOTHER curse amongst the higher 
castes is the custom of early mar- 
riage. That custom, with its baleful prog- 
eny of the dowry system and seven lakhs 
of child widows at the present moment, 
and infant mortality and immature 
motherhood mortality, and cruelties be- 
yond expression must go. It is a canker 
at the heart of Indian social life. Its evil 
results are already patent to any observer 


or patriot or humane Indian. Those re- — 


sults are bound to grow worse. As the 
joint family life breaks up, more and more 
the educated man feels the increasing in- 
cumbrance of an illiterate, inefficient wife. 
Men are even now waking up to the fact 
that education pays, even in a wife. But 
they cannot have their cake and eat it too 
—they cannot expect dowry money in a 
case where the money has to be spent on 
the education of the wife. A gir] of thir- 
teen is not capable in any respect to take 
up all the responsibilities of a separate 
married establishment and the added bur- 
den of child-motherhood. The problems 
that will arise will themselves put an end 
to the unnatural custom of child-mar- 


riage, illustrating the proverb, “Give him 
enough rope and he will hang himself.” 


VERY bright aspect of the women’s 

movement is the increased interest 
that women are taking all over India in 
schemes to reduce the disgracefully high 
rate of infantile mortality, In India this 
ranges from 300 to 600 per thousand, 
whereas it is only 60 per thousand in 
England. Care of the child and care of 
the mother will have to go hand in hand 
and will result in reform also in housing 
and hygiene. An example of this was 
seen in the deputation of women that 
waited on the chairman of the munici- 
pality in Ahmedabad the other day to de- 
mand from him some promise that the 
sanitation of the city would, be improved. 
They complained that no matter how hard 
they worked to keep their houses and 
streets clean the sanitation of the city 


' was so bad that their children became ill 


and their babies died. 

Reams could be written about the state 
of virtual imprisonment of the vast ma- 
jority of Indian women because of the 
conditions of purdah (curtain) in three- 
quarters of the area of India. And in ad- 
dition to this even in the non-purdah 


_ keeping parts, the word of the husband 


keeps the women tied to her own four 
walls, unless he gives her leave to stir. — 

A man had just been telling me that he 
did not want his sister (a quite grown-up - 
woman) to move out of the compound of 
the house in which she was living, when 
he expatiated on the beauty of the moon- 
light seen over the river on the Adyar 
bridge. “Ah, but you won’t allow your 
sister to enjoy the lovely sight!” I cried. 
“Why should you men in this country 
alone arrogate to yourselves freedom to 
enjoy the beauties of nature and the re- 
freshment of change of air, scene and 
company?” When women are better edu- 
cated there will be no excuse for virtually 
tying them up, as custom now does in the 
higher castes. It is part of the paradox 
of India that the women of the laboring 
classes are amongst the freest women in 
the world. They seem to know no fear, 
they are merry, kindly, healthy, com- 
panionable, self-reliant, and where piece- 
work rates are in question, they are givev 
a free field and no favor. In factory em- 
ployment the need, however, for women 
factory inspectors is very urgent. 

In spite of its women’s illiteracy it is 
wonderful how far ahead Indian women 
are of the women of other countries. Thus 
in New Zealand the Upper House of Par. 
liament has twice refused to allow women 
to become honorary magistrates, yet in 
India we now have sixteen honorary 
women magistrates. In South Africa no 
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women have the right to vote for Parlia- 
mentary elections, while in Great Britain 
only women over thirty years of age may 
vote and there are other differentiating 
qualifications they also have to endure, 
but in this great and ancient country 
women have been granted political rights 
and responsibilities on exactly the same 
terms as men! In Japan women are pro- 
hibited by law from even attending a 
political meeting. It is indeed a matter 
of great pride that Indian legislators have 
opened so freely and so quickly all the 
doors of opportunity for public service to 
womanhood and that once they see that 


a woman is capable, they invite her help» 


and put few hindrances in the way of her 
rise to the highest positions of trust and 
responsibility. There are now in India 
thirty-eight women municipal councilors, 
members of district or local boards, and 
these ranging over such a widely different 
area of women’s conditions as Madras, 
Bombay, Calcutta, Kolaphur, Tinnevelly, 
and Patna. (Yet in Behar, of which 
Patna is the capital, there are only four 
women literate in every thousand!) There 
are also many women members on edu- 
cational councils, and women members 
of the senates of various Indian universi- 
ties, one at least having been elected in 


open competition with men for the honor. 
What other country can boast of a politi- 
cal leader chosen by a huge national body 
who is a woman and a poet? Sarojini 
Devi will become a figure in the future 
centuries as proudly quoted as is now 
Maitreyi and Gargi. During the past 
year of her presidentship of the Indian 
National Congress she has been a model 
of patriotic industry, a peace-maker, a 
visionary ; she is an ever romantic figure, 
so unique in qualities and feelings that 
she is more like a character of fiction than 
of nfatter-of-fact present-day India. Saro- 
jini raised to power Cawnpore, and Dr. 
Poonen Lokhose made not only member 
of the Travancore Legislative Council, but 
its Minister for Health, prove that India 
is well on the way to leading the world in 
demonstrating its belief in the equality of 
the sexes (Adinarayaneswara) for what 
it is doing now in exceptional cases it will 
do quite naturally in an all round way 
when men and women get equal education. 
Education is the doorway to everything 


for human beings. There is something — 


wrong about the present education, 
though, or it would be more popular and 


spread more quickly. That is why the 


next two mass movements in the women’s 
movement in India are the raising of the 


age of consent to 16, and the holding of 
an All-India Women’s Conference to 
formulate the reforms that women con- 
sider necessary in the education of their 
girls and boys. 


ESPITE facts which may legitimate- 

ly make one groan in despair almost 

at India’s backwardness—such as the ab- 
sence of a single specialized children’s 
hospital for Madras City or Madras Presi- 
dency—or the remembrance of the chawls 
of prostitutes in Bombay, whose doors 
and windows are made of locked iron bars 
like cages—yet “it moves” when this land 
of the greatest social inequality between 
the sexes is the leader, is the land of the 
greatest political equality between them, 
and when the people with the highest rate 
of infantile and maternal mortality, and 


the lowest standard of national physique 


in the world has given the making and in- 
troduction of its health budget in a pro- 
gressive self-governing State into the 
hands of a woman, a modern Hygiea. 
Patience and hard work along the lines 
in which we are moving will disperse the 
present black clouds that obscure the 


light of India and enable its whole man- | 


hood and womanhood to become as free 


even as are now its exceptional indi- 
viduals. 


Virginia's Report for 1927 


year in our work for the Feminist 

movement, we cannot help real- 
izing how much better understood is this 
movement, year by year. It is a matter 
of education, and that requires patience, 
untiring work, plenty of enthusiasm and 
self-sacrifice. While we are working for 
a principle we can never be discouraged, 
as we know our work is obliged to succeed 
sooner or later. It took over seventy 
years from the first Feminist convention 
at Seneca Falls for us to gain the vote 
for women. * * * How long it will take 
to gain full equality for men and women, 
we cannot tell; but we do know it will 
depend very much upon how earnestly 


A S we come to the close of another 


and faithfully women give themselves to 


the task, and how much they really 
want it. 
_ We have endeavored during the past 
year to do all in our power to advance 
the Feminist movement. * * * Of course, 
it is through the National Headquarters 
that the most important part of the work 
is carried on, but as each branch is a part 
of the national, we must feel responsible 
for our share. * * * Besides holding our 
monthly meetings and having card parties 
to make a little money, the Virginia mem- 
ber of the National Council has attended 
all the monthly meetings of the Council, 
most of them held in Washington, one in 


By Sophie G. Meredith, 


President of the Virginia State Branch of 
the National Woman's Party 


Philadelphia, one in Wilmington, and one 
in New York. , | 

We had planned for a speaker in March, 
but it was impossible for Rebecca Hour- 
wich, whom we had expected to be with 
us, to be present, so Miss Hourwich plans 
to speak for us in the fall. 


We all know that it is not easy to be 
pioneers, and the Feminist movement is 
entirely different from the Reformers’ 


movement. The latter works for reforms 


in many ways, the Feminist movement 
works for one principle, the emancipation 
of woman * * * in law, in industry, in 
custom, in everyway. 

We feel that protection carries with it 
a certain inferiority, a lack of compe- 
tency, and it certainly takes away a wom- 
an’s power to decide for herself. It is a 
restriction that does not allow her to 
develop or prove what she can do. Woman 
has so long been classed with children and 
imbeciles, she is not supposed to decide 
for herself. 

Now we resent all this, all these “dont’s” 
and “you must nots.” We are tired and 
indignant at all this domineering and 
these arbitrary rules and laws. We ask 


for equal opportunity which does not go 
hand in hand with protection, and we be- 
lieve in individual freedom, not slavery. 
Now you must see that the inferiority com- 
plex of women and the superiority com- 
plex of'men has been very disadvantage- 
ous to both women and men. Men have 
too much power over women, too much 
power is not safe or desirable for anyone. 

Equal Rights for men and women’ is 
what we are working for. 


Women of these days are not the weak, 
frail, helpless creatures that men liked 
to suppose them to be (and that some 


women like to be), not the pretty dolls 
on the absurd pedestals. * * * 


Now they have been granted education, 


they are wise enough to see more clearly 


their sad condition of inferiority and de- 
pendence, and the more enlightened wom- 
en are willing to work and sacrifice in 
order to advance this principle of Equal 


Rights for both men and women. 


Justice is a fundamental principle, and 
it is but just that women should be 
granted equality for the sake of their 
independence, self-respect, and self ex- 
pression. How can woman give expres- 
sion to herself if she is handicapped by 
prejudice, custom, “protective” laws that 


. prevent her from making her own con- 


wacur** * 
Freedom, equality and independence 
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must be based upon economic independ- 
ence in order to be permanent and secure. 
The old idea of a woman being a man’s 
chattel is out of date. It has gone the 


ONDON, June 
17.—A new in- 


War on League's 


Labor Bureau 


Planned by ternational Fem- 

Briitsh Feminists inist organization 
: to wage war on re- 

Philadelphia 

Public Ledger, strictions regarding 


employed women in 
general and to at- 
tack the anti-Fem- 
inist Labor Bureau of the League of Na- 
tions in particular, is what English Fem- 


June 18, 1927. 


inists hope will result from the conven- 
tion of the National Woman’s Party in 


Colorado Springs next month. 


So keen is the interest here that Miss 
Dorothy Evans, one of the most pic- 
turesque figures in the suffrage fight in 
England, is being sent to America to take 
greetings from the leading British wom- 
en’s organizations and to speak for strong- 
er international action. 


way of all other forms of slavery. * * * 

We cannot accomplish much without 
effort, and the more effort and sacrifice, 
the greater our progress. Alice Paul is 


Press Comment 


Miss Evans has an important position — ) 


as agency director in a financial house’in 
London, and is the only woman in the 
city who manages 1,000 financial agents. 
During the militant suffrage campaign 
she was in prison nine times and is among 
the record holders for sentences served. 


“All British Feminists,” she said to- 


day, “are watching the Colorado Conven- 


tion with the keenest interest, and we re- 
gard it as the most important event in the 
Feminist world since the last congress of 
the International Woman’s Suffrage Al- 
liance. Lady Rhondda, leader of the Six 
Point Group, who, among others, I shall 


represent in America, declares the reper- | 
cussions of this convention will be a : 


throughout Europe... 


“We in England ini more shan ever 
the need for international solidarity, for 


Equal Rights 


our great leader, without her far vision 
we should not be enjoying the vote today, 
but Alice Paul could not do all the work 
by herself. She had wonderful helpers. 


we have plenty to do to hold our own. 


The decision of Oxford University to limit 
women students is a setback for us. Much 
worse is protective legislation and the at- 
titude of Government and labor leaders 
toward it, which all British Feminists op- 
pose. We cordially agree with the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party program on that 
score. | 


“We are particularly keen on getting 
some organization which can introduce 
vitality and fairness into the labor branch | 
of the League of Nations, which needs 
liven 

Asked if she: thought Feminists were 


getting ready to picket the League As- 
_ sembly, Miss Evans beamed. 


“At any rate, we must have an organi- 
zation that can do it if it mens neces- 
she replied. 


News from the Field © 


URING the absence of Mabel Vernon, 


National Executive Secretary of the 


Woman’s Party, Mary Gertrude Fendall 
will be in charge of the work at National 
Headquarters. 


Distinguished Chicago Attorney Honors 
Woman's Party Organizer 
ERTHA MOLLER, assistant attorney 
of the Sanitary District of Chicago 
and former chairman of the Chicago 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, 
gave an informal dinner in honor of Ruth 
Hudnut, writer and Woman’s Party or- 
ganizer, at the Swedish Club, Chicago, 


- Tilinois, on June 11. Mary Caroline Tay- 


lor, treasurer of the Branch; Alice Gerst- 
enberg, and Dr. Frances Dickinson, noted 
“flier,” were among the guests present. 

Miss Moller is one of the most promi- 
nent women lawyers in Chicago. Her 
salary runs into several figures, and she 
has a number of lawyers working for her 
in her department. She is in charge of 
the industrial compensation division and 
has been instrumental in establishing a 
welfare bureau to help the families of dis- 
abled men. This summer she will travel 
extensively in Europe. 


St. Paul Branch Entertains Ruth Hudnut 
HE St. Paul Branch of the National 
Woman’s Party enjoyed the inspira- 

tion of a visit with Ruth Hudnut on her 

way to the National Convention at Colo- 
rado Springs. The dinner given in honor 
of Miss Hudnut at the Women’s City Club, 


June 17, was attended by more than 


seventy-five members and their friends, 


who heard with enthusiasm her talk on 
the progress of the National Woman’s — 


Party and the present status of women 
as shown in the modern novel. 

During her stay in St. Paul Miss Hud- 
nut was a guest of Mrs. Alexander Colvin 
at her suburban home, where a dinner 
party was also given in her honor. Among 
those present, in addition to Mrs. Colvin 
and Miss Marie Moreland, former State 
chairman of the National Woman’s Party, 


were Mrs. F. I. Kingsley of Minneapolis, — 


official delegate to the “National Conven- 
tion; Mrs. A. A. Knauff, vice-president of 


the State organization for seven years, 
and Miss Margaret McFetridge, chairman 


of the Minnesota Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. 


Two Million DollarFund 


Treasurer's Report 


EMMA WOLD, Treasurer 
NETTIE TRAIL: C. P. A., Auditor, 


ECEIPTS collected by National Head- 
quarters December 7, 1912, to June 
J, 1927, $1,405,068.06. 
Contributions, membership and other 
receipts, June 9 to 16, 1927: 


Miss Maud M., Starker, Fla...... $10.00 
Mrs. Henry Frank, N. Y.. 5.00 
Mrs. J. E. R. Ormes, Colo.... 3 5.00 
Mrs. K. Pinkham, N. ¥ 1.00 
Miss H. L. Cutter, Calif 1.00 
Mrs. Eugenia Altman, Ore ‘ ie 1.00 
Mrs. I. Tomlinson, Mass me 5.00 
Mrs. Rena M. Green, Texas ‘ 5.00 
Miss Marguerite B. Neal, 1.00 
District of Columbia Branch «-. 60.00 
Miss Raymond, Mich.. 10.00 
Mrs. O. H. Belmont, Kv 120.00 

00 


Mrs. Grace Chaffee, Calif... 2. 


Miss Emily F. Webster, Wis 1.00 
Mrs. Frances G. Roberts, N. Y......................000 40.00 
Baroness de Behrens Boddaert, Holland 1.00 
Per Maryland Branch: 
(Maryland Branch retaining 
Mrs. Dora G. Ogle ; 5.00 
Mrs. Vera Lewis 50 
Miss Anna Schneider 00 
Mrs. E. Palmo Dowell ; .50 
Mrs, J. M. Beall 7 een 
Mrs. Charles Carter...... .00 
Mrs. H. B. Hacket........... .50 
Mrs. Lillian Heptinge............... isa .50 
Mrs. H. M. Strasser 
Miss Emilie Doetsch .50 
Mrs. Ida Hathaway.......... 50 
Miss Florence Hanna .00 
Mrs. Charles Dankmeyet.......... .00 
Mrs. Nannie D. Retzer.... ‘ 4.00 
Mrs. Helen Sherry... .00 


Per New Jersey Branch: 


(N. J. Branch 


Mrs. F. L. Blaisdell.... 5.00 
Miss Florence Morrice............ .50 
Miss Mildred E. Davison .50 
Mrs. Eleanor Sadler............ Oo 
Mrs. A. E. DuBois.. P 0 


135.25 


Total receipts of National Hceadquarters.. $427.25 
Per Rights Committee: 


Rent of rooms at Headquarters 


R. Hooker, Md $500.00 
Mr. Joseph Halle Schaffner, 520.00 


Total receipts Equal Rights Committee..$1,035.00 


Total receipts June 9 to 16, 1927 .$1,462.25 
Total iat" December 7, 1912, to June 


16, 1927 ..-$1,406,530.31 


SUBSCRIBE FOR 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


$2.00 a Year 


19 West Chase Street 
Baltimore, Md. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY 


Printers 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
Entrance on Balderston Street 
BALTIMORE 
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